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an international voyage must undergo
a drydock examination and an internal
structural examination as follows:

(1) A vessel that is exposed to salt
water more than three months in any
12 month period since the last exam-
ination must undergo a drydock exam-
ination and an internal structural ex-
amination at least once every two
years; and

(2) A vessel that is exposed to salt
water not more than three months in
any 12 month period since the last ex-
amination must undergo a drydock ex-
amination and an internal structural
examination at least once every five
years.

(d) Whenever damage or deteriora-
tion to hull plating or structural mem-
bers that may affect the seaworthiness
of a vessel is discovered or suspected,
the cognizant OCMI may conduct an
internal structural examination in any
affected space, including fuel tanks,
and may require the vessel to be
drydocked or taken out of service to
assess the extent of the damage, and to
effect permanent repairs. The OCMI
may also decrease the drydock exam-
ination intervals to monitor the ves-
sel’s structural condition.

§ 115.610 Scope of drydock and inter-
nal structural examinations.

(a) A drydock examination conducted
in compliance with § 115.600 of this part
must be conducted while the vessel is
hauled out of the water or placed in a
drydock or slipway. During the exam-
ination all accessible parts of the ves-
sel’s underwater body and all through
hull fittings, including the hull plat-
ing, appendages, propellers, shafts,
bearings, rudders, sea chests, sea
valves, and sea strainers shall be made
available for examination. Sea chests,
sea valves, and sea strainers must be
opened for examination.

(b) An internal structural examina-
tion conducted in compliance with
§ 115.600 of this part may be conducted
while the vessel is afloat or out of the
water and consists of a complete exam-
ination of the vessel’s main strength
members, including the major internal
framing, the hull plating, voids, and
ballast, cargo, and fuel oil tanks.
Where the internal framing or plating
of the vessel is concealed, sections of

the lining, ceiling or insulation may be
removed or the parts otherwise probed
or exposed so that the inspector may
be satisfied as to the condition of the
hull structure. Fuel oil tanks need not
be cleaned out and internally examined
if the marine inspector is able to deter-
mine by external examination that the
general condition of the tanks is satis-
factory.

§ 115.612 Notice and plans required.
(a) The owner or managing operator

shall notify the cognizant OCMI as far
in advance as possible whenever a ves-
sel is to be hauled out or placed in a
drydock or slipway in compliance with
§ 115.600 of this part or to undergo re-
pairs or alterations affecting the safety
of the vessel, together with the nature
of any repairs or alterations con-
templated. Hull repairs or alterations
that affect the safety of the vessel in-
clude but are not limited to the re-
placement, repair, or refastening of
planking, plating, or structural mem-
bers, including the repair of cracks in
the hull.

(b) Whenever a vessel is hauled out or
placed in a drydock or slipway in ex-
cess of the requirements of this subpart
for the purpose of maintenance, such as
changing a propeller, painting, or
cleaning the hull, no report need be
made to the cognizant OCMI.

(c) The owner or managing operator
of each vessel that holds a Load Line
Certificate shall make plans showing
the vessel’s scantlings available to the
Coast Guard marine inspector when-
ever the vessel undergoes a drydock ex-
amination or internal structural exam-
ination or whenever repairs or alter-
ations affecting the safety or sea-
worthiness of the vessel are made to
the vessel’s hull.

§ 115.630 Tailshaft examinations.
(a) The marine inspector may require

any part or all of the propeller shafting
to be drawn for examination of the
shafting and stern bearing of a vessel
whenever the condition of the shafting
and bearings are in question.

(b) The marine inspector may con-
duct a visual examination and may re-
quire nondestructive testing of the pro-
peller shafting whenever the condition
of shafting is in question.
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